Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 LUBUMB 00255 080929Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

08I009Z 083728/12 

P051630ZMAY 77 

EM AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHl 

INFO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2047 

SECRET LUBUMBASHl 0255 

EXDIS 

FOLWG MSG SENT ACTION KINSHASA RPTD EOR YOUR INFO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL SHUM, CG, MO 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS FROM BADER VISIT TO KOLWEZI 

REE: LUBUMBASHl 252 

1. WHILE IN KOLWEZI, VICE CONSUL MET CHIEF OF MOROCCAN 
MILITARY MEDICAL TEAM, WHO UNSOLICITEDLY OEFERED TO 
ARRANGE MEETING WITH COMMANDER OF MOROCCAN FORCES, 

COLONEL LOUBARIS. VICE CONSUL ACCEPTED, AND THEY MET 
EVENING MAY 3 OVER BEERS IN BAR AT IMPALA MOTEL. 

COLONEL LOUBARIS WASTED NO TIME IN LAUNCHING INTO 
STRONG, THOUGH FRIENDLY, ATTACK ON PRESENT US POLICY 
IN ZAIRE. HE SAID ZAIRE IS LONG-TIME FRIEND OF US, 

NOW BEING ABANDONED IN MOMENT OE NEED. THIS MAKING 
VERY NEGATIVE IMPRESSION ON FRIENDS AND ALLIES OF US, 

HE CLAIMED. ZAIRE EACED WITH SOVIET-INSPIRED ATTACK 
WHICH HE SAID PART OP OVERALL COMMUNIST STRATEGY TO TAKE 
OVER SOUTHERN AFRICA. IF MOBUTU FALLS, HE SAID, US 
HAS NO HOPE OF MAINTAINING ZAIRE AS FRIEND. COLONEL 
SAID HE RECOGNIZED CONSTRAINTS IMPOSED ON US POLICY 
BY DEMOCRATIC PROCESS, CRITICAL PRESS, AND POST- 
VIETNAM CLIMATE OP OPINION, BUT ADDED HE FELT COVERT 
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US ACTION ON BEHALP OP MOBUTU WOULD BE APPROPRIATE 
IN CURRENT SITUATION. VICE CONSUL RESPONDED TO EFFECT 
US NOT ABANDONING ZAIRE, THAT $15 MILLION SHIPMENTS 
REPRESENTED COMMITMENT TO COUNTRY'S TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY, AND THAT MORE DIRECT INTERVENTION NOT 
LIKELY IN LIGHT OP STATED ADMINISTRATION POLICY AND 
GENERAL SENTIMENT IN CONGRESS. COLONEL OBVIOUSLY 
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NOT SATISFIED WITH RESPONSE, AND ADDED THAT AT LEAST 
ERANCE IS STANDING UP EOR FREE WORLD IN ZAIRE. 

2. THIS DISCOURSE ESSENTIALLY A LEAD-UP TO PITCH FOR 
SPECIFIC HELP. NOTING THAT USG HAS SUPPLIED MILITARY 
TRUCKS TO ZAIRE, COLONEL WONDERED ALOUD WHY IT COULDN'T 
ALSO PROVIDE AMBULANCES AND HELICOPTERS EOR PURPOSE 

OE EVACUATION OE WOUNDED. COLONEL SAID CURRENT EVACU- 
ACTION CAPABILITIES BARELY SUEEICIENT FOR MOROCCAN 
CASUALTIES IN LIGHT SKIRMISH, AND TOTALLY INADEQUATE 
IN CASE OE CASUALTIES EXPECTED IN MAJOR BATTLE. WITH 
RESPONSIBILITY EOR HIS TROOPS' LIVES, COLONEL NOT 
WILLING TO PERMIT RAPID MOROCCAN ADVANCE TOWARD DILOLO. 
WITH RESULTING CASUALTY INCREASE, UNLESS HE ASSURED 
ADEQUATE EVACUATION MEANS. HE CLAIMED HIS TROOPS 
COULD BE IN DILOLO 'TOMORROW" IF HELICOPTERS AND 
AMBULANCES AVAILABLE. WHEN VICE CONSUL ASKED IE 
THIS WAS IN NATURE OE REQUEST TO BE RELAYED TO USG, 

COLONEL BACKED OEE AND SAID HE WAS A SOLDIER, AND THAT 
SUCH EORMAL REQUESTS SHOULD PROPERLY BE CONVEYED 
THROUGH EOREIGN MINISTRY CHANNELS. NEVERTHELESS, 

COLONEL CONTINUED TO HARP ON NEED EOR HELICOPTERS 
AND AMBULANCES, AND ON DRIVE BACK TO HOSPITAL MOROCCAN 
DOCTOR REPEATED SAME PITCH STRONGLY. 

3. WE OBVIOUSLY HAVE NO WISH TO PLAY INTERMEDIARY 

ROLE ON QUESTIONS OE USG-MOROCCAN MILITARY COOPERATION. 
VICE CONSUL COULD NOT GRACEFULLY REFUSE MEETING WITH 
COLONEL, AND AVOIDED MAKING COMMITMENTS OR RAISING 
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ANY HOPES. WE UNDERSTAND THAT ZAMISH IS COORDINATING 
AGENCY EOR MATTERS SUCH AS THIS, AND ARE PASSING 
ALONG COLONEL LOUBARIS' COMMENTS ON BASIS ERONT OEFICE 
AND ZAMISH MAY FIND THEM OF INTEREST. WE ASSUME 
EMBASSY WILL DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT IT APPROPRIATE 
TO NOTIEY OR QUERY WASHINGTON ON THIS MATTER. 

4. VICE CONSUL MEETING WITH ZAIRIAN ARCHBISHOP 
SENGA-SENGA RAISED SECOND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEM. 

ARCHBISHOP USED MEETING AS OCCASION TO PURGE HIMSELE BY 
RELATING GRUESOME DETAILS OE MASSACRES OE HIS PARISHONERS 
IN WESTERN SHABA, AND TO CRITICIZE STRONGLY ATTITUDE 

OE GOZ WHICH HE EEELS ENCOURAGES FAZ ATROCITIES 
(REFTEL, PARA 3B5 COMMENT). ARCHBISHOP SAID HIS 
POSITION AS PROTECTOR OE ZAIRIANS ON BOTH SIDES OE 
ERONT PREVENTS HIM FROM SPEAKING OUT STRONGLY ON 
MASSACRES, AND IN ANY CASE CHURCH MUST BE ABOVE 
POLITICS, HE CLAIMED. ALSO, ARCHBISHOP SAID HE IS 
A KIBEMBA, EROM SHABA REGION, AND ALREADY VULNERABLE 
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TO GOZ SUSPICIONS AS AN INVADER SYMPATHIZER. ARCH- 
BISHOP MADE STRONG APPEAL THAT USG USE ITS INELUENCE 
WITH GOZ TO PREVENT FURTHER MASSACRES. THOUGH ONE 
COULD PERHAPS CRITICIZE ARCHBISHOP FOR LACK OF 
MORAL COURAGE, IT WOULD BE NAIVE NOT TO RECOGNIZE 
HIS PREDICAMENT AND CONSEQUENCES TO HIM IF HE DOES 
SPEAK OUT. EMBASSY IN MUCH BETTER POSITION THAN 
CONSULATE TO JUDGE WHETHER DEMARCHE ON SUBJECT OF 
TREATMENT OF CIVILIANS WOULD BE RECEIVED IN SPIRIT 
GIVEN, OR IF IT WOULD BE REJECTED ANGRILY AS INTER- 
VENTION IN ZAIRIAN INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND NONE OF OUR 
BUSINESS. FROM OUR ADMITTEDLY DISTANT VANTAGE POINT, 
IT WOULD SEEM THAT FRENCH MIGHT HAVE MORE LEVERAGE 
ON A DEMARCHE OF THIS TYPE, IN VIEW OF THEIR ACTIVE 
MILITARY ROLE IN SHABA WAR. FEELING OF ARCHBISHOP 
AND OTHERS IS THAT KILLINGS OF CIVILIANS NOT OVER, 

AND THAT SOME SORT OF EXTERNAL PRESSURE HAS BEST 
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CHANCE OF PREVENTING FURTHER MASSACRES. BORG 
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